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BERMUDA SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION (BSBDC) facilitates the public presentation of the Economic Empowerment Zone Agency’s (EEZA) Design Competition
Hamilton, Bermuda 13 April 2009 – Stage II of the EEZ Design Competition came to a close with the public presentation of the six finalist’s designs.
Members of the community, EEZ Jurors and BSBDC staff were on hand at the Bermuda Industrial Union’s Multi Purpose Hall on Monday night to hear the six finalists in the EEZ Design Competition deliver presentations on their design ideas for the EEZ.  The presenters’ designs were displayed in the hall for public examination and each presenter was given 15 minutes to tell the audience why their ideas should be voted the best.  This 2 ½ hour event began with a welcome to the event by EEZA Director, Erica Smith.
The six EEZ Design finalists submitted their creative and innovative designs to address two issues in the EEZ; 1) the establishment of major and minor gateways throughout the EEZ and 2) redesigning the major entrance into the EEZ from Till's Hill and its connection to the future public park. In each of the 2 competitions there were amateur laymen competing alongside professional architectural firms.  The participants in the Gateways Competition included: Mr. Michael Ferreira, a Bermudian Investment Broker who has no formal architectural training; Ms. Nina Cotteril , an Interior Architectural student intern,and Mrs. Heather Young, a landscape designer known for her beautiful landscape services throughout Bermuda.  The Tills Hill Reconfiguration Competitors included member of the public Mr. Dennis Beane Sr., and professional architecture firms SHY Architecture and The Studio Ltd. One attendee remarked that it was great to see that even someone with no architectural experience can compete with some of the more established firms in Bermuda.
Mrs. Smith closed the public meeting by encouraging the public to make their voice heard and vote for their favourite design.  She noted that the public/EEZ stakeholders will account for 50 percent of the scoring of the competition with the Jury members accounting for the other 50 percent.  Mrs. Smith advised that the public will be allowed to vote throughout the rest of the week, with the finalists’ designs remaining on display in the lobby of the BIU from April 14th  – 20th.  In addition she indicated that the public can log their votes online at www.bsbdc.bm.
Bermuda Small Business Development Corporation (BSBDC) is Bermuda’s premier source of free confidential small business advice for entrepreneurs.  The mission is to serve Bermuda’s small business community with the highest degree of professionalism by providing, authoritative business advice; counsel and loan guarantee support.  Within the framework of the Social Agenda, the BSBDC added the establishment of economic empowerment zones as one of its initiatives mandated by the Throne Speech.  The first of these zones has been established in North East Hamilton and BSBDC is working to develop Economic Empowerment Zones in the East and West Ends of the Island.      
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